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THE 

VIGOROUS  AND  PROGRESSIVE 

iOestem  Policy 


OF  THE 

Borden   Government 

National  Development  being  supplemented  in 
far 'Seeing  and  statesmanlike  manner 


Western  Canada  receives  consideration 

so  long  withheld  by  the  Lau/ier 

Administration 

A  Record  of  Two  Years*  Work 


"All  this  is  wise  and  useful  expienditure  without 
which  Canada  cannot  attain  or  hold  its  rightful  place 
among  the  nations." — 

Rt.  Hon.  R.  L.  Borden,  at  Halifax,  Sept.  16,  1913. 
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THE 
VIGOROUS   AND   PROGRESSIVE 

WESTERN   POLICY 

OF  THE 

Borden  Government 


Two  Yeapa'  Record 


In  two  jtut  the  Oonservativa  OoTtmmeiit  hu: — 


10. 

11. 

12. 
13. 

14. 

IB. 


16. 
17. 


Made  a  reoord  la  Bailway  Oonitruction. 
Placed  under  contract  Hudson  Bay  Railway. 
Selected  and  ii  developing  a  harbour  on  Hudson  Bay 
for  the  new  Western  Outlet. 
Inaugurated  a  Parcels'  Post  System. 
Improved  waterwajrs  and  harbours  to  facilitate  and 
cheapen  western  trade. 
Placed  ranching  industry  on  a  sound  basis. 
Oiven  millions  to  aid  agriculture  and  is  improving 
live  stock  industry. 

Revised  the  Bank  Act  in  the  interest  of  the  depositor 
anj  borrower. 

Qiven  to  the  West  a  system  of  Oovemment-owned  and 
operated  terminal  elevators. 

Provided  for  the  West  a  great  system  of  internal  stor- 
age elevators. 

Removed  the  grain  blockades  so  common  under  the 
Liberal  administration. 
Settled  the  Manitoba  Boundary  Question. 
Secured  cheaper  express  rates,  and  are  securing  cheap- 
er freight  and  ocean  rates. 

Voted  millions  to  give  better  roads  but  blocked  by 
Liberal  Senate. 

Tried  to  secure  for  the  West  by  an  effective  Naval 
policy  safe  passage  of  products  to  European  markets 
but  thwarted  by  Liberal  Senate. 
Placed  the  Qrain  Trade  under  the  Grain  Oommission. 

DONE  MORE  FOR  THE  WEST  IN  TWO  TEARS 
THAN  LIBERALS  DID  IN  FIFTEEN. 


THE 


VIGOROUS  .^ND    PROGRESSIVE 

Western  Policy 


OF   THE 


Borden  Government 


Intpoduction 


When  the  Conservatives  came  into  power  in   1911    tl.pv 
ound  the  West,  after  fifteen  years  of  Liberal  rule  ha  n     ;e    bT 
inadequate  transportation  and  storage  facilities,  causing  gain 
blockades  disastrous  to  the  development  of  the  eonntrvlfl    " 
unous  to  the  farmers  and  business  man.     Mixed  farming  am, 
he  live  s  ock  industry  were  languishing  and  the  general  cond 
Uons  could  scarcely  be  worse.    Exorbitant  trai.sportation  rates 
were  preventmg  the  people  of  the  prairie  from  rea  ilTg  t 
returns  for  the.r  pr«luce.    Within  two  years,  these..  2  have 
been  remedied  and  the  west  is  entering  upon  an  era  of  ^  Ceri'y 
unhan^percd  by  the  grievances  produced  by  Liberal  Goven>m  nt 
IZ  ^"7  «^,,C''"»^"''tive  rule  have  reraoved  the  grievance, 
produced  by  fifteen  -  -ars'  of  Liberal  misrule,  and  ha!  g  ven  to 
the  West  fachfes  in  transportation  and  storage,  cheaper  rat  s 
and  a  revival  of  mixed  farming  and  the  live  stock  'ndust^ 
which  means  prosperity  and  contentment  where  formerly  wZ 
dissatisfaction  and  despair.  ^ 

the  J\"i'  !f  °""*  '"^"'  "  ^"^  °^  *"  ''<"'«fl'«  bestowed  upon 
the  west  by  the  present  administration  are  briefly  outlined. 


Aid  to  AfifPicultupe 


Tni  MilUoa  Oollwt  Mt  Hidt  for  thli  pnrpoi*. 


Ten  millioni  to  aasiit  in  extending  agricultural  education  in 
the  varioua  provinces  in  Canada  is  a  part  of  the  Coniervative 
policy  of  "Aid  to  Agriculture."  Until  the  advent  of  the  pre- 
■ent  Conservative  administration  little  or  nothing  waa  done  by 
the  Federal  Qovemment  to  aid  Canada's  greatest  industry.  For 
this  purpose  this  immense  sum  has  been  devoted  toward  the 
adoption  of  the  most  efficient  and  modern  methods  of  agricul- 
ture in  this  country.  Much  of  this  money  is  expended  through 
the  organizations  for  agricultural  work  under  the  provincial 
governments  but  in  encouraging  the  development  of  the  live 
stock  industry  the  Federal  Oovernment  has  adopted  a  policy  al- 
ready proven  to  be  of  the  greatest  use  in  this  great  work.  Pure 
bred  male  horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  swine  are  being  furnished 
free  to  tl  e  settlers  in  almost  every  part  of  Canada  with  the  re- 
sult (1)  of  aiding  the  pure  bred  stock  industry  of  Canada,  and 
(2)  of  improving  the  quality  of  the  stock  among  our  farmers 
engaged  in  mixed  farming.  In  the  West  this  year  has  been  seen 
hundreds  of  pure  bred  male  horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  swine 
placed  among  the  fanners  and  the  government's  work  in  this 
respect  is  only  commencing.  In  1914  arrangements  have  been 
made  to  greatly  increase  the  stock  for  distribution.  Agrioul- 
ture  in  Oonada  never  received  aii7  substantial  aid  from  tbe 
Federal  Oovernment  until  the  present  administration  came  into 
power. 

Railway  Constpuction 


Oreat  Impetus  given  to  Transportation  Problem. 

For  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1912,  there  was  placed  un- 
der operation  in  Canada  1,300  miles  of  railway,  which  consti- 
tuted a  record,  but  this  was  beaten  for  the  year  ending  June  30th, 
1913,  when  1,900  miles  was  put  in  operation.    At  the  present 


time  thtn  are  6,000  miloi  of  roBd  under  way.    The  new  gorern- 
ment  by  iti  judiciou.  and  energetic  work  hu  given  >  rreat  rtim- 
ului  to  railway  building.    When  the  Conierrative  Qovtmrnent 
came  into  power  there  waa  only  one  line  of  road  from  the  Weat 
to  the  Eaati  now  the  C.  P.  R.  i«  double-tracked  to  the  Great 
Lakea,  the  0.  N.  R.  and  0.  T.  P.  have  almoat  completed  their 
eaatern  connection,  and  at  the  aame  time  have  rapidly  carried 
on  opera^on.  to  give  an  outlet  on  the  Pacific  to  the  prairie  pro- 
vince..   While  completing  their  main  line,  theae  companie.  have 
am  been  building  a  network  of  branch  linea  on  the  prairie     So 
improved  have  the  railway  facilitie.  been  in  two  yean,  that  for 
the  fimt  tmie  aince  1901,  there  has  bfcn  no  grain  blockade  in  the 
Wert.    Nor  haa  the  government  forgotten  that  new  Wertern  out- 
let  for  the  prairie  via  Hudson'.  Bay.    In  fifteen  yearn,  the  Laur- 
ler  Government  did  nothing  to  build  this  road,  but  <et  a  contract 
for  a  bridge  immediately  before  the  last  election.    In  1915  under 
the  energetic  policy  of  the  new  government,  the  Hudson  Bay 
Boad  wiU  be  carrying  western  grair     ,  the  market,  of  the  world 
For  raUway  oonitruotlon  and  imi  .,ed  tnwiporutlon  faclU- 
tiM  the  Oonaervaitve  Ooyenimaiit  la  two  jtm  hw  made  a  ra 
cord  nnequaUed  linoe  luoh  work  waa  nndartiUcmi  in  thii  oonn. 
try. 

Hifi^hways  Imppovement 


Prairie  Province,  loi.  through  Senate. 
In  its  work  for  the  West,  the  government  has  been  hampered 
by  the  Liberal  Senate.  Its  attempt  to  better  the  highways  and 
thus  lower  the  cost  of  marketing  of  his  produce  to  the  farmer 
the  Liberal  Senate  has  prevented  the  Conservative  Government 
from  oarrymg  out  its  pledge  to  spend  millions  to  provide  good 
roads.  The  people  must  choose  between  Laurier  and  his  Liberal 
Senators  or  Borden  and  Good  Roads.  In  1912,  the  Conservative, 
proposed  to  spend  $1,000,000  on  Good  Roads,  but  Sir  Wilfrid 
told  his  Senators  to  defeat  the  proposition,  which  they  did.  In 
1913,  an  additional  $1,500,000  eipenditure  was  proposed    but 


again  prevented  by  the  Liberal  Senate  acting  under  Sir  Wilfrid's 
instructions.  By  the  close  of  the  present  parliament  the  Liberals 
will  have  deprived  the  farmers  of  Canada  of  an  expenditure  of 
$5,500,000  for  good  roads  and  the  farmers  of  the  three  prairie 
provinces  of  over  $1,000,000.  The  government's  proposals  were 
endorsed  by  the  people  in  1911  and  every  safeguard  was  pro- 
vided for  proper  expenditure  and  observance  of  provincial  rights. 
Yet,  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  defeated  this  proposal  endorsed  by  the 
people  and  which  would  have  done  so  much  to  better  the  condi- 
tion of  the  farrjera.  Liberal  assistance  to  the  farmers  was  B,- 
600,000  words  to  obstruct  business;  Oonserratives  tried  to 
assist  the  farmers  by  $6,600,000  to  improve  the  highways. 


The  Ranching:  Industry 


Oovermnent  Becognizes  Importance  to  the  West. 

During  the  past  few  years  the  ranching  industry  in  the  West 
has  almost  ceased,  causing  a  decrease  in  the  production  of  live 
stock  in  proportion  to  the  increase  in  population  and  a  conse- 
quent increase  in  the  cost  of  living.  This  general  decay  of  what 
has  been  a  great  industry  on  the  prairie  was  due  in  a  great  mea- 
sure to  the  rapid  influx  of  population  diminishing  the  area  of 
the  range,  and  the  certainty  of  tenure  of  the  lease  held  bv  the 
ranchers.  There  are  millions  of  acres  of  land  in  the  West  that 
for  many  years  will  only  be  used  for  grazing.  To  make  this 
revenue  producing,  and  to  encourage  the  stock  industry  the 
Government  appointed  a  commission  to  investigate.  The  re- 
commendations of  this  commission  in  the  main  will  soon  become 
law.  Land  unfit  for  agriculture  will  be  secured  for  the  stockr.ian 
for  a  fixed  period  of  years,  thus  encouraging  the  developrient 
of  the  stock  industry.  Care  has  been  taken  to  protect  the  mixed 
farmer  who  wished  to  graze  his  stock.  He  will  have  the  right 
to  graze  his  stock  on  any  of  this  land  by  complying  with  certain 
conditions.  It  is  felt  that  these  lands  will  provide  a  'jertain 
revenue  to  the  government  and  in  addition  the  new  regulations 
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wUl  go  far  to  restore  the  stock  raising  industry  to  the  position  it 

r»if  J«  """r-  '^'  ^"^  '""•Pt«»  "y  ««  ««w  (Tov- 
r^ljZtT  "l^'' "  "^"""""^  to  import  live  stock  tato 
S»t T!lT  ?  **  ""^  ""''^  "*  "''"PPorting  m  this  respect 
Z,^^v  ""f."?*  *  con8id«r»We  part  in  supplying  the  de- 
mand in  the  world's  markati.  i-r  j    s 


Opain  Blockades 


EaUways  OompeUed  to  Provide  PaciUties. 

From  "l aOlTo'im  T  *''  """'^  "°'"  '"^  ^'''^™'  Government. 

the  WprI  ?     n  '       r  ""'  ""'  "  ^''''"'  *""  the  farmers  of 

ties     tL  ?  ^^^n  'i"'°"''''  "'"'*'»"'"«  transportation  facil- 

ties.    The  grain  blockades  of  1911  and  1912  were  the  result  of 

he  puny  pohcy  of  the  Liberal  Government.     This  yea     a  ter 

^o  years   of  power,  the  Conservative  Government  has  hind  led 

the  largest  crop  m  the  history  of  Western  Canada  and  without 

congestion  at  any  point  on  the  prairie.    On  succeeding  to  plwer 

the  Government  placed  the  grain  trade  of  Western  Canada  un-' 

der  a  commission  and  its  work  has  been  simply  marveUous.    To 

assist  the  commission,  the  Government  forced  the  railroads  to 

Tttfactrv   ' '"d  disappeared.    Car  distribution  has  been 

satisfactory  grading  system  improved  and  sample  markets  are 
being  established.  The  di«.ppearanee  of  congestL  in  the  graTn 
traffic  has  removed  the  disparity  of  prices  in  the  Canadian  and 
American  markets;  the  farmers  are  no  longer  at  the  mer  y  ol 
the  buyevs  and  mUlions  lost  to  the  farmers  yearly  unde  the 
Liberal  Government's  annual  grain  blockades  have  been  L.d 
to  them  by  the  progressive  policy  of  the  Borden  Governmeat 
Two  yea«  of  Conservative  rule  have  seen  the  disappeal^rrof 
gram  blockades  so  common  under  the  Laurier  aSS  oL 


Internal  Stopagre 


Meani  HilUonf  to  the  Westarn  Farmen. 

No  part  of  the  Conservative  Qovernment's  policy  in  hand- 
ling the  grain  trade  has  met  with  more  unanimous  endorsation 
than  that  of  the  system  of  internal  storage  elevators  under 
construction.  To  prevent  congestion  by  eliminating  the  immed- 
iate necessity  of  the  long  haul  to  the  ports,  it  was  felt  that  some 
system  of  internal  storage  was  necessary.  The  grain  commis- 
sion at  the  request  of  the  Government  investigated  this  question 
and  the  result  is  the  establishment  at  Moose  Jaw,  Saskatoon  and 
Calgary  of  immense  storage  elevators.  The  elevators  at  Saska- 
toon and  Moose  Jaw  are  already  under  coujtruction.  These  are 
of  3,500,000  bushels  capacity  and  can  be  increased  until  they 
have  the  enormous  capacity  of  20,000,000  bushels  each.  By 
these  elevators  the  railroads  will  be  relieved  of  the  long  haul  to 
the  ports  at  once  of  much  of  the  grain,  and  the  work  of  trans- 
portation will  thus  be  spread  over  a  greater  period.  The  fanner 
will  be  able  to  receive  returns  in  a  few  days  instead  of  waiting 
for  weeks  as  formerly.  In  addition,  farmers  storing  grain  in 
these  elevators  will  have  the  choice  of  markets  and  ■  outes.  Grain 
can  be  shipped  by  the  Hudson  Bay  Railway,  the  Lake  Ports,  or 
the  Pacific  as  desired.  What  is  of  equal  importance  is  the  effect 
of  these  great  storage  elevators  on  the  milling  industry.  At  the 
points  of  their  location,  it  is  believed  that  great  milling  centres 
will  be  established  furnishing  great  quantities  of  by-products  to 
aid  the  mixed  farming  industry  and  giving  employment  to  thou- 
sands of  men.  There  will  also  be  a  great  saving  to  the  farmer 
in  having  grain  cleaned  so  near  the  point  of  shipment,  thus 
saving  much  on  freight  which  has  been  formerly  paid  on  noxious 
and  other  useless  grain.  These  elevators  will  all  have  drying 
plants  and  grain  which  formerly  spoiled  during  the  long  haul 
to  the  ports  will  be  saved.  The  policy  of  internal  storage 
elevators  inaugurated  by  the  OonsenratiTe  Oovemment  will 
save  millions  to  the  fanners  of  the  West  and  vrill  greatly  en- 
courage the  industrial  enterprises  on  the  prairie. 
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Tepminal  Elevatops 

Promiia  of  OoiuervatiTes  being  carried  out. 

In  carrying  out  its  pledge  of  a  system  of  government-owned 
and  operated  terminal  elevators,  the  Conservative  Government 
has  already  constructed  and  is  operating  a  three-million  bushel 
elevator  at  Port  Arthur.  Tenders  have  been  called  for  a  large 
terminal  and  transfer  elevator  at  Port  Nelson,  and  another  wiU 
be  built  on  the  Pacific  Coast  immediately.  To  take  care  of  the 
grain  trade  over  the  Transcontinental  at  Quebec  another  great 
terminal  elevator  is  being  buUt  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Harbour  Commission.  The  elevators  at  Port  Arthur,  Port  Nel- 
son, and  on  the  Pacific  Coast  are  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Grain  Commission.  Ample  property  has  been  secured  at  all 
these  points  so  that  extensions  to  the  present  government-owned 
elevators  can  be  made  or  others  erected  as  the  trade  demands 
At  the  three  great  outlets  for  western  grain,  the  Pacific  Coast, 
Hudson  Bay  and  Lake  Superior,  it  wiU  be  seen  that  government- 
owned  and  operated  elevators  are  under  construction  or  will 
shortly  be  constructed.  Besides  furnishing  additional  storage, 
these  government  elevators  control  the  grain  situation  so  that 
private  or  corporation  elevators  must  be  conducted  on  the  same 
standard.  For  years  the  western  grain  growers  urged  the  Lib- 
eral  Oovenunent  to  carry  out  such  a  poUcy,  but  to  realize  their 
desire  they  had  to  await  the  assumption  of  office  by  the  Borden 
Administration  and  within  three  years  after  this  evert,  there 
WiU  be  found  government-owned  and  operated  terminal  elevat- 
ors at  every  outlet  for  western  grain. 

Hudson  Bay  Railway 

The  Fulfillment  of  a  long  Cherished  Hope. 

The  West  has  long  believed  in  the  practicability  and  neces- 
sity of  the  Hudson  Bay  Railway.  Under  the  Conservative  ad- 
ministration, this  hope  of  the  West  is  being  rapidly  fulfilled 


previous  to  the  ele^  on  In  th^*"",  "?'  ""^  ""'^  "  """^  «■»« 
promised  that  if  mu'ned  to  oowe  1'°"  "'  ""''  "'"'  ^''"'™>» 
would  be  ean-icd  to  the  markeuof  th  '"7,  '""^  *''*'  P™™" 
Bay  Road  in  two  or  at  m^tVh?  '"'"''  °^"^  "■«  Hudson 

three  years  afterward  Z  urTe/sTth'"^".  '"^^  '"''  ""-' 
Pieted  and  none  of  it  built  Wilhin  f  "'"'  ^""^  •""  <=<""- 
to  power  the   CouservTth-es  lale  /'''" ''^""" '"'"=''^'^^8 

placed  all  under  con  a  Ind  w'  "  T  """""^  """^  '""  """i 
At  the  same  time,  the  developmert  „f  7  '^rP"^'^"  '"  ''''■ 
on  so  that  when  th^  road  reaS  it!  f  "  ''  "'  """^  """«<» 
harbour,  docks,  and  elevators  S  be  fT"""  "'  ^"■•'  ^«''"'"' 
for  the  trade.     To  do  thT  theO  "^  '°  ™'"''"'^^»  to  care 

development  of  a  harbou  under  01""^"'  "  "°<'-*'"^-«  the 
tempted.      All  the  materialhas    ^1  ""''  "'""^  ''«^''^«  "t- 

ports  through  Hudsls  rl  Us  to  P ':  Tr^"^  ^™'»  Atlantic 
tion  with  the  work  is  onipl  Me  duri  "  ""'  °'"'"""°''"'- 
contract  is  being  arranged  for  »  ^  ""^"""^  """"ths.    A 

fer  and  terminal  elevator  te  in  rH^'"'™'"^''*-''""^'^  t™"- 
grain  shipped  over  this  nl  "oule  L  rti""'  '"■'"""^  "''^  «"" 
of  Europe.    In  three  years  ^'   p„  '  """  P™""  to  the  markets 

Pleted  railroad  and  LC.'wWchCZ^'"'*'  "*"  •^'''  '*'»• 
promised  every  election  ^I^olZ^^JT''"'''^'^'' 
promise.  "  °"*"  '^^ed  to  redeem  their 


Railway  Rates 


Transportation  Charges  GreaOy  Seduced 

ConstStvltrS^  transportation  facilities  the 
per  the  cost  of  transportlttn    7r  '"  "'"'''""'  '"  '''^  ^^p. 

exorbitant,  but  the  Launer  Gov  '^  , '"'''''  ^  '^^  ^«»t  were 
the  question  was  a  total  lure  Cr"  r''"""'  *°  "'''  -* 
for  relief  the  people  had  to  await  ^  °°  ^"^  """"^'^  ""'I 

naa  to  await  the  new  government.    Within 


a  year  after  it  assumed  power  a  reduction  of  20  per  cent  w« 
soured.  Only  a  short  time  previous  the  Laurier'^Govrnml" 
had  pracfeally  stated  that  no  reduction  was  possible     llwrthe 

Lirrar\ttn"'^^"°n'"^''™  """"'  "'  -"-d^rZ 
^.berals.    The  Conservative  Government  immediately  instructed 
the  Railway  Board  to  hold  an  enquiry.      This  is  now    omSd 
and  the  question  of  rates  is  being  decided  by  the  Board     IZ^ 

Laur L'r  1°^"""^"*  "'■-"-  "^«  strongest  condemnation     Th 

men  Larri"""'  "'''  *""  '''^""""=<'  "'  ''"'  B"tish  Govern! 
ment  toward  securing  an  investigation.  When  the  Briitsh  0„v 
ernment  acceded  to  this  request  the  Laurier  Government  nevJ; 

notified  the  Laurier  Government  of  its  willingness  to  act    but 
agam     his   communication   remained   unanswered      The   shin 

ernment  taking  any  action.    Chairman  Drayton  of  the  Kailw^v 
Board  was  asked  by  the  Conservative  Government  to  inv^sttate 
this  question.       He  visited  England  and  found  that  Ihe  co' 
temptuous  methods  of  the  Laurier  Government  had  Jriudced 
his  case.    However,  he  has  succeeded  in  having  the  BritLh  Z 
ernment  place  the  question  before  the  Dominions.  Royal  Com 
mission  for  investigation  and  it  is  now  underwav     L  belt 
could  not  secure  reduced  express  rates;  OoreSe,  ^^ 
cu^d  a  big  reduction.    Liberals  would  not  in^^^e^X" 
rates;  Conservatives  have  completed  the  investisXHon  .^? 
^bstantial  reduction  is  expected.    LibexTr^t  jn?l' 
gate  ocean  rate.;  Conservatives  have  secured  an  inv«t^«ol" 
aLn   r     °*  r"^"""-   I-iberals  stood  pat  torZZ^ 
ation ;  Conservatives  have  acted  for  the  people. 
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Manitoba  Boundaries 

Wectarn  ProTJnoa  at  lait  JubUj  Treated. 

.  ^"  ""!''  y^'"  *•"'  ^"«»t'<>°  0'  ft«  extension  of  the  bound- 
anes  of  Manitoba  to  place  it  on  an  equal  baais  with  other  We8^ 
em  provmcea  as  regards  area  waa  a  vexed  question.  Sir  WUfrid 
Laurier  in  his  hatred  of  a  province  that  had  thrown  off  his 
domination  persUtently  refused  to  do  justice  to  Manitoba.  His 
policy  was  a  determination  to  keep  Manitoba  as  the  "postage 
stamp  province.  Within  less  than  a  year  after  the  accession 
to  power  of  the  Conservative  administration  Manitoba  received 
justic^the  boundaries  of  the  province  were  extended  to  Hud- 
sons  Bay  and  northward  the  same  distance  as  Alberta  and 
Saskatchewan,  increasing  the  area  untU  it  was  on  a  parity  with 

^2  mn  .^/'■'"™  "r"""''-  ^"  '"''''''°°'  »  ""bstantial  grant  of 
$2,000,000  was  made  to  make  up  for  arrears  due  this  province. 
By  the  extension  of  its  boundaries,  Manitoba  now  contains  great 
areas  of  fertile  agricultural  lands  and  rich  natural  resources 
and  has  on  Hudson's  Bay  the  two  ports-Nelson  and  ChurchiU 
-bound  to  be  great  outlets  for  western  trade.  Blanitoba  im- 
medM,tely  received  from  the  Borden  Ooyemment  the  just  treat- 
ment long  refused  by  Sir  Wilfrid  Lanrier. 


Water  Powers 


Natural  Beiource  Conserved  to  the  People. 

Realizing  that  cheap  hydro-electric  energy  will  be  one  of 
the  most  important  factors  in  the  progress  and  industrial  devel- 
opment of  Western  Canada  one  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Borden 
Uovernment  was  to  create  and  organize  a  Dominion  Water 
Powers  Branch,  in  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  with  the  neces- 
sary expert  engineering  staff.  Immediately  on  its  organization 
this  branch  commenced  a  thorough  in-  estigation  of  the  power 
situation  in  the  provinces  of  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan  and  Al- 


berta.  Complete  rarveys  have  been  made  of  all  the  known  econ- 
omic  power  site..  A.  a  rewlt  of  the«  survey,  the  Government 
M  now  in  a  poaition  to  dictate  water  power  developments  which 
will  realize  the  maximum  possible  advantageous  utilization  of 
the  power  possibUities  of  the  country.  Furthermore,  the  Gov- 
emment  has  adopted  a  weU-considered  and  cautious  policy  of 
water  power  administration,  which  even  conservation  expert, 
claun  to  be  comustent  with  the  most  approved  tenets  of  that 
great  movement,  the  "Conservation  of  our  Natural  Resources." 
The  Water  Power  Regulations,  under  which  aU  power  conces- 
nonsin  the  West  are  now  made,  provide  for  rights  for  limited 
penods  only  and  afford  every  reasonable  protection  to  the  pubUo 

Z  t  T  ■  ""T,  '''"'  P*"™''"  "'^^'  """t™'  of  rate, 
by  the  Domuuon  RaUway  Commission,  and  a  general  complete 
control  over  the  whole  development  in  so  far  as'its  operatTont 
l^il  '?°"°Z  ?'  «°°<=''™«<»-  At  the  same  time  the  regu- 
S!T  P™"''''.'"''^"^""^  attractive  opportunities  to  interest 

SreXrade:!'*^^'""  "  ^-^^  -"  P—  - 

^.JjTfZ^  "'''^-  ^^^  P"""^  '^'  Government  has  reserved  aU 
avaJable  land  contiguous  to  known  power  sites  or  that  may  be 
required  for  storage  sites  in  the  future,  such  land  to  be  d^pLd 
of  only  under  the  Water  Power  Regulations. 

The  Govermnent  has  also  taken  a  strong  stand,  through  the 
Water  Power.  Branch  against  the  exploitation  of  the  public  by 
promoters  mterested  in  power  projects  of  doubtful  economic 
possibilities,  and  has  even  issued  public  warning  again  rslk 
selling  campaigns  in  connection  with  schemes  that  were  fc^^d 
after  careful  investigation,  not  to  be  feasible  from  a  commere^ai 
or  economic  point  of  view.  >-"uimerciai 

A  thorough  and  complete  investigation  has  been  made  of 
the  power  possibilities  of  the  Winnipeg  and  the  Bow  rivT™  and 
also  of  the  possibilities  of  economic  power  development  witl^ 

rmst'^rr""  '^*t  °'  "^^  ^^  "^""--^'^  -"t^^^ 

h!tTr  .^''^"^^^"•^''f  nations  are  exceedingly  satisfactory  in 
that  they  show  that  there  are  large  quantities  of  depenZbk 
water  power  available  for  immediate  developmnt.    FuL  reporto 
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covering  the«e  investigation.  wiU  be  inued  with  the  lea«t  ponible 
delay,  in  order  that  attention  may  be  focuwd  to  the  favourable 
opportunities  for  power  development  in  the  West. 


Waterways  and  Hapboups 


Oheapw  Traiuportation  FaoiUtlet  Providnl. 

Water  transportation  is  the  cheapest  method  of  conveyinK 
merchandise.     The  present  government  has  adopted  a  policy 
which  in  a  few  years  will  make  it  possible  for  ocean  liners  to 
load   western   grain   at   the   head   of  the   Lakes   and   without 
transhippmg  carry  it  to  the  European  markets.    A  New  Welland 
Canal  costing  $50,000,000  is  under  construction;  land  has  been 
purchased  for  a  new  Soo  Canal,  and  the  policy  adopted  also  calls 
tor  a  corresponding  waterway  in  the  St.  Lawrence.     This  will 
make  it  possible  for  the  largest  ocean  freighters  to  load  at  Port 
William  and  without  transhipping  unload  at  Liverpool.     The 
feasibility  of  the  Georgian  Bay  and  Ottawa  River  waterway  is 
being  investigated,  and  another  waterway  for  western  grain  may 
be  secured     At  the  same  time  the  great  national  ports  of  Halifax, 
St.  John,  Montreal,  Quebec,  Toronto,  Fort  William,  Port  Nelson 
Victoria,  Vancouver  and  Prince  Bupert  are  being  developed  on 
a  tremendous  scale  to  meet  the  present  and  future  demands  of 
Canada  s  great  trade.     Under  the  Laurier  Government  these 
ports  were  neglected  and  our  trade  handicapped.    Any  conges- 
tion  that  may  occur  will  be  due  to  the  Liberal  neglect  to  provide 
suitable  outlets  for  Canada's  trade.    Cheap  water  transporta- 
•ion  and  adequate  faciUties  at  the  great  porta  to  handle  the 
trade  is  a  work  to  which  the  government  ia  devoting  every  at- 
tenbon     Every  dollar  expended  in  providing  these  facilities 
means  cheaper  transportation  for  the  product  of  the  prairie 
and  greater  returns  to  the  producer  in  that  part;  of  Canada     ' 
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Parcels'  Post 


N«w  SyBtcm  to  b«  of  far  Reaching  Benefit. 
Beginning  January,  1914  Canada  will  have  a  Parcels'  Post 
System.  Ever  since  the  inauguration  of  the  new  Government  the 
Postmaster-General's  department  has  been  carefully  investigat- 
ing this  system,  and  has  worked  out  a  scheme  suitable  for  this 
country  of  great  area  and  sparse  population.  When  this  system 
IS  introduced  it  will  be  possible  for  the  consumer  to  secure  goods 
at  the  lowest  possible  cost  of  transportation  and  the  most  rapid 
delivery.  In  a  great  measure  this  system  of  parcels'  post  will 
eliminate  the  middleman,  and  will  reduce  the  cost  of  living  to 
the  producer  and  consuirer.  In  the  United  States  this  system  of 
delivery  has  been  a  marked  success  and  a  study  of  the  system  in 
that  country  has  greatly  aided  in  the  adoption  of  a  suitable  one 
for  Canada.  It  has  been  a  very  difficult  problem  in  this  great 
country,  but  the  carefuUy  worked  out  system  now  being  put 
into  eifeot  is  certain  of  success  and  of  great  benefit  to  the  west- 
ern people  in  the  saving  to  them  of  much  unnecessary  expendi- 


The  Bank  Act 


Eecent  Revision  of  Benefit  to  the  West. 
Canada's  Bank  Act  is  revised  every  ten  years  to  meet  the 
changing  financial  and  economic  conditions.  Hon.  W.  S  Field- 
ing, under  whose  adminstration  of  the  Finance  Department  oc- 
curred the  disastrous  Farmers'  Bank  failure,  failed  to  bring  be- 
fore parliament  a  revised  Bank  Act  when  due.  He,  however 
left  when  he  went  out  of  office  a  measure  which  incorporated 
his  Ideas  on  this  important  question.  It  was  simply  the  old 
Bank  Act  under  which  the  Farmers'  Bank,  which  ruined 
hundreds  of  farmers,  was  permitted  to  do  business.  Hon  Mr 
White  last  session  placed  before  parliament  a  new  Bank  Act' 
No  measure  before  the  Canadian  parliament  ever  received  as 
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much  rtudy  and  attention.  Before  the  Banking  Committee  waa 
brought  repre«>nUUve  men  of  every  important  indnrtry  to  make 
known  their  viewa  on  thii  queation.  Prom  Wertem  Canada  the 
Government  brought  prominent  membera  of  the  Grain  Growera 
Aaaocwtion  of  Manitoba  and  Saakatohewan,  and  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta.  Hon.  Mr.  White'.  propo«U.  were  almoat 
unammomdy  endorsed.  The  new  Bank  Act  provide,  greater  «,. 
cunty  for  the  depoeitor  by  more  .tringent  and  independent  aud- 
It.  and  by  making  director,  liable  for  mimuanagement.  Alro  it 
give,  greater  facilities  for  loaning  to  the  Weatern  farmer.  Form- 
erly  gram  on  the  farm  could  not  be  uaed  aa  wcurity  for  loami, 
but  under  the  new  act  thi.  i.  permitted,  and  the  farmer  doe. 
not  neccMarily  now  have  to  market  hi.  grain  to  secure  advances 


Naval  Defence 


Borden  Policy  Auurtt  Control  of  the  8eai. 

Control  of  the  .eas  is  necessary  to  the  existence  of  the  Brit- 
ish Empire.    Canada  for  many  years,  although  the  greatest  of 
the  Dominions,  was  the  only  one  not  participating  in  Imperial 
Naval  Defence.    Liberals  were  forced  in  1910  to  take  action,  but 
refuKd  to  co-operate  with  Australia  by  building  a  fleet  unit 
Their  contribution  to  naval  defence  consisted  of  two  obsolete 
riups,  one  of  which  the  "Niobe,"  they  ran  on  the  rocks  when 
It  was  chief  feature  at  a  Liberal  political  picnic.    Conservatives 
were  elected  on  a  poUcy  of  (1)  consulting  with  the  British  Ad- 
miralty as  to  what  was  the  most  effective  aid  Canada  could  give 
(2)  to  put  such  a  scheme  into  effect.    This  was  done  and  the 
result  was  that  the  Conservatives  proposed  placing  at  the  dis- 
poTOl  of  the  British  Government  three  of  the  most  powerful  war 
ships  that  could  be  constructed.    These  were  to  remain  in  the 
British  fleet  untU  the  government  of  Canada  decided  otherwise 
Liberals  immediately  evolved  a  new  policy  of  double  the  expendi- 
ture and  which  would  not  be  of  effective  aid  to  the  Empire  untU 
m  aU  probability  such  aid  was  not  required.  Kt.  Hon.  Mr  Borden 
m  proposing  unmediate  effective  aid  also  pledged  his  government 
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to  aubmit  «  permanent  nav.l  poliey  to  the  elector,  .t  the  next 
election  The  Liberal  Senate,  acting  un.ler  Sir  Wilfrid'.  ,n.truc- 
tiona,  defeated  Canada,,  attempt  to  .hare  in  the  defence  of  the 
Emp^e  a.  do  the  other  Dominion..    For  year,,  Liberal.  ref,..ed 

did  .0  li  tie  that  the  country  wa.  .hanie.I.  Rt.  Hon.  Mr.  Borden 
proposed  immediate  effective  aid  and  a  p  manent  policy  at  the 
next  election.  Sir  Wilfrid  changed  hi.  whole  policy  in  a  f..«r 
day.  and  proposed  to  do  what  he  for  year,  had  steadily  refused. 
The  Liberal  Senate  blocked  the  efforts  of  the  Conservative,  to 
put  their  policy  into  effect.  Liberals  would  do  nothing  when  in 
power,  but  out  of  power  propo«Kl  a  scheme  whir',  was  ineffective 
and  .mpoMib  e  for  many  years.  The  Conservative  «,heme  of 
mmediate  Hid  endoraed  by  the  greatest  authorities  in  the  world, 
the  British  Admiralty,  wa.  blocked  by  Sir  Wilfrid,  who  proposed 
a  «!heme  concocted  in  a  political  emergency  by  men,  most  ..f 

»•  Weit  with  iti  great  export  trade  control  of  the  leas  by  the 
Empire  is  mo.t  Important  Olo..  the  trade  rontee  and  the  Weet- 
'Z!^^.  market  i.  gone.  Oooiervativee  tried  to  auure  con- 
trol  of  the  trwle  rontei  by  the  Empire;  Uberali  prevented  «aob 
•  policy  being  put  into  effect. 

Bright  Future  for  the  West 

ProgrcMive  Record  of  the  Ctovemment  up  to  the  Preient  givee 
Great  Promiie  for  the  Pntnre. 

Such  8  record  of  progressiveness  for  its  first  two  years'  of 
power,  'ndicates  the  future  policy  of  the  Conservative  adminis- 
tration for  the  West.  No  more  will  the  West's  development  be 
ha.npered  like  it  was  under  the  Laurier  administration.  Settle- 
men  will  be  continued,  greater  facilities  to  meet  the  result  of 
greater  sett  ement  will  be  provided  and  economic  condition,  will 
be  continually  improving.    To  do  in  two  years  what  the  Laurier 

rule  by  the  Conservative  Government  means  to  the  West. 
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